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Figure 1 - Margaret Adams and Henry Stevens

Sketch of the Life and Religious Views of Henry Stevens

Sketch of the Life and Religious Views of Henry Stevens (Enterprise Print, Bandera,
Texas-1908) was transferred to these pages from an "old copy" of the original located
at the University of Texas Library Archives (the "old copy" was provided by Evelyn
Stevens Reininger of Bandera, Texas). Scanned pages from Letha Gibson Jaynes
Family Bible and picture of her mother (Sarah Stevens Gibson, daughter of Henry
Stevens and Margaret Adams) are included.
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Figure 2 - Gibson Family Bible Record pg.1
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Figure 4 - Sarah Jane Stevens Gibson

Sketch of the Life and Religious Views of Henry Stevens



Sketch of the
Life and Religious Views

of Henry Stevens

Enterprise Print, Bandera, Texas — 1908

Content of these transferred pages were transcribed from an “old copy” of
the “original” located at the University of Texas Library Archives (the “old
copy” was provided by Evelyn Stevens Reininger of Bandera, Texas).



SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND RELIGIOUS VIEWS
oF

HENRY STEVENS
CHAFTER 1

Imagining it may be of some interest and agreeabla to the
reader to learn the circumstances of life, mamy of which you
may be aquainted with, and expecting a few weeks of uninterrupted
leisure, I sit down to write them, Besides there are some cther
inducements that excite me to this undertaking. As constant
good fortune has accompanied me, even to & ripe old age, my
posterity will perhaps be desirous of learning the means which
I employed, and which, thanks to Providence, so well succeded
with me. They may also deem them fit to be imitated, should amy
of them find themselves in similar circumstances,

This good fortune when I stop and reflect on it, which is
frequently the case, has infuced me many times to say that were
it left to my choice, I should have no objection to going over
the same life from its beginning to the end, redquesting only the
advantage of correcting the fault of the first, So I also
wish to change same incidents of it for others more favorsble
Notwithstanding if this condltion was denied, I should still
accept the offer of recommending the same life, But as the re-
pitition is not to be expected, that which resemblea most living
one's life over again seems to recall all the circumstances of it,
and to render this rememberance more durable is to record them in
writing.

In thus employing myself, I shall yeild %o the inelination so
natural to most old men of talldng of themselves and their own
actions end I shall indulge it without being tiresome to those who
from respect of my age, might conceive themselves oblidged to
listen to me, Since they will alweys be free to read on or not.

I shall perhaps not a little gratify my own vanity. Most people dis-
like vanity in others, whatever smount they themselves may poBsess,

I have always rather liked it and give it fair quarter, vherever

I find 1t, being pursusded it is productive of good to the possessor.
And to others who happen within lts sphere of actiony I take it thet
it would not be altogether out of place or absurd for us to thank God
for our vanity emong other conforts of life.



And not I speak of thanking God, I desire with all mmanity
to aimowledge that I attribute all the happiness of my pest life
to His devine providence, which led me to the means I used, and gave
me BUCCEBB.

My belief of this induces me to HOPE, though I must not PRESUME
that the same goodness will still be exercised towerd me in
continuing that happiness, or enabling me to bear & fatal reverse,
which I may experience as others have done.

CHAFTER II

I know very little of my femily history, I have been awey
from my old home for many years, and have left few records of our
family., I wma born in Washington County, Bast Tennessee, on
December 23, 1818, my fatier's name was Thomas Stevens, my mother's
maiden name was Margaret Sellers. There was born unmto my father and
mother nime children, four boys and five girls, all are deed except
myself, I was the third son. My youngest brother died here in Texas
& few years ago in Medina County.

CHAPTER IIT

One of my first recollections is a monkey g man broght to my
father's house when I was & very small boy, this man was a stranger,
I think an Ttelian. He remalned at my father's house some time and
when he got ready to leave he left the monkey withg us, and said he
would return scme day for his monkey which he never did. My father
run & distillery as many others did in our neighborfiood. Wheh
this man got reedy to leave my father's house he asked my father
for a little whiskey, he said had had had a little vessel which he wished
filled, it being & dressed bull's bladder which was commonly used
in those days. Needless to say I was delighted when I found that the
monkey wes to remain with us during his owner's abgence. He proved
to be very mischievious. He would climb the apple tree and shake
off the green apples Just to see them fall, On one occasion I re-
member he was this amusing himself, when I discovered him and I at
once began to pelt him with rocks. He at once seemed to take in the
sltuation and came down and ran after me, I wore only one garment
as dld most all boys in those days, we were commonly kmown as shirt
tailboys. On reaching the ground the monkey came toward me as fast
as he coulds I gave him a race, but before I reached the house
was only & short distance, he overtook me end tore my shirt tall off,



square up between my shoulders. On anocther occasion he got my
brother's violin (in those days c¢alled fiddle), and climbed on top
of the house with it, He seemed to be afraid of the noise when he
would thump the string he would baeck off. He scon got too near the
edge 80 he and fiddle both Went off and fell to the ground smashing
up the violin considerably, but doing the monkey little or no harm,
He seemed to now he had done wrong as he ran off and remained
several days but finally ceme baock and made a raid oo my mother's
milk eupboard. So we saw no more of him again for some time, He
became 80 mischievous, my father gave him away.

In those deys thers was a great daal of game in that
country., In the fall of 1822, my father bullt a turkey pen, as
there were 80 many wild turkey there, they would distroy much of the
grain erops every year, He built it pear our bhomes On one
occasion I still remember, I wanted to play smart so I got up very
early in the morning intending to be first to the turkey pen which
I was, On arriving there I found two fine fellows in the pen
Imagining myself equal to the cccasesion. I at once commenced to
meke preparations to take them out, I removed enough of the top of
the pen to barely get in; teking special pains to cover the hole
over again efter getting into the pen vhere the turkeys was., There
were two big old gobblers. I caught one by the leg, he scratched me and
beat me with the butt of his wings until I was bleeding almost
all over and almost froze as the ground was covered with snow, I
soon found out I was outmatched so I turned him looee and got out of
the pen and went to the house erying, my fater went down and took
them out and baited the pen again.

Soon efter this my fater traded the place we lived on for
another in the same county on the Wataga River, at the mouth of
Brush Creek. He thereafter built a saw mill on this property.

He there bullt ancther dietilling plant on this property. I had

got large enough to be of some help to my fater, I think I was
about sixteen years o}d end learned to run the distillery by my-
self, As stated before I had three brothers, two old and one younger
than myself, so one of us stayed at the still house both day and night,
while the others aseisted my fater in running the eaw mill. The
still house was a two story or rathker there was a loft over head
where father kept his bacon stored eway., On one occassion I re-
member I was running the still and woked until twelve o'clock on
Saturday night and went to bed thinking I would get a few hours rest.
Some time before day I wae awakened by some one yelling and screem-
ing, and vhen I opened my eyes every thing was in a blaze, I of course



I jumped up end bastened out, but the fire hed got beyond control.
We carried water in buckets until we got the fire ocut so we could
get near enough to pull some of the bacon out. Father had stored a
great deal of vhishey and sweet cider in the building, the barrells'
had burned and the contents run out sll over the bacon, the heat had
caused 1t to strike into the meat. We got quite & good deal of the
hams and middlings out. Everybody that ate of the meat said it was
the best flavored meat they had ever esaten.

One other instance I shall never forget. When I was about
twelve years old, we had an electric meteor storm, it looked like the
stars were falling as fast as rain, Excitement ran high, everybody
thought that the world had come to an end, I ran outic see what was
the matter, When I saw the stars falling, I went back into the house
and got into bed pulling the cover over my hesd, I shall never for-
get old Dan, a poor old negro slave, he was down on his knees praying
as best he could. Everybody was frightened almost to death. This
was in the year 1833, I think, On another occassion I well remsmber
vhen I was gbout seventeen years old I had never heard of a total
eclipse of the sun, and while out one morning I discovered that it
vas getting dark, when I looked up at the sun I saw a dark streak
over 1t; 1t became darker and darker, until the whole earth seemed
enshrouded in darimess - of course I was uneasy, It remained dark
most of the day, but on the following morning the sun rose in
brightness end in all splendor, which I was surely glad to see.

The Wataga River where we lived was a beautiful stresm, it was
about 100 yards wide and in some places it was very deep, but clear
as a crystal, you could see the botton almost anywhere, My Wrothers
and T used to make cances out of blg loge, for there were many on the
banks of the river; we usually used Cottonwood, Sycemore or Foplar,
as they wre more plentiful than anything else. We would build a
pletform on one end of the boat and place thereon & big light or fire
make of pine knots. My brother and I would get our light in good
order and armed with three prong glgs we would quietly floast down the
river in the cance, and by the use of the light we could see the
bottom #n the deepest water, On discovering a fish such as we wished
we cautiously placed the gig in the water being careful to make no
nolse or disturb the water, as the light seemed to blind the fish,
This was & eport I greatly enjoyed.

I had a chum by the name of Eim Wilson a nelghbor boy, he and
I were always together; I did not think I could do anything unless
Jim waa with me and he was the same way sbout me, Once He and I



went up on a very high bluff and seeing a rock near the edge of the
¢liff I decided to get down and give it a little push to see it fall
in the water below. When I gave it & little shake it came loocse from
the cliff much easier than I expected, this over balanced me and I
lost my good held., But at a glance I saw a little cedar bush grow-
ing on a crevice in the eliff, I held on until I could regain my
balance and climbed back on the bluff. My chum said Mike (as he
often called me) take care. I went back a little further and sat
down because when I realized that great danger I bhad just passed,

I was 8o asick I could not sit up. From that day to this I have
elways hed a horror of bluffs and cliffs. I never went back there again; it me
it mekes me shudder to this day. When I arrived home that day our
County Surveror was there waiting for me., He wanted me to go én a
surveylng trip with him as I had worked with before and knew a good
deal about surveying. 1 agreed to go out with him, I think we were
about six weeks.

In the mean time a treaty between the Indian and Americans had
been entered into. PFor thier lands situated in the Carclinas they
had been given a reservation between the Arkansas and Red Rivers.
These Indians were Cherokees and Choectows., In this treaty with the
Indians, the United States was to furnish the Indians one hundred
salt kettles, which were to be delivered at Fort Gibson, weighing
not less than eight hundred pounds each. These kettles were very
thick, they were four inches thick at the bottom.

CHAPIER IV

A man by the name of Joe Teylor was employed by the Agent
for the United States to deliver sixty of these kettles, and I was
enployed to deliver the balance, forty in number. He had his xettles
loaded on the flat boat, about sixty feet long, and I had mine
loaded on the same kind of boat about forty feet long. We loaded
these kettles in the Spring of 1836 in Carter County, East Tennessee.
But the water was low at that time so we had to walt some time for
the river to rise so we could float our crafts. Finally the river
began to rise and everything being in readiness we floated out to the
current of the Wataga River. We had fine weather and moved along
with little or nc trouble, until we reached the big Tennessee River.
Socn after reaching the mouth of it, we came to what was called the
suck holes; the cause of these holes was that the channel of the
river $was narrow and very rough, causing the waters to sprey in many
different directions. Crafts such as we had vere liable to be thrown
against a baok or cliff and being wrecked.

We reached these sucks kate in the afternoon, so we decided to
land and wait for daylight to try to pass over this place.



The next day we pushed out to the middle of the stream and steered

our crafts over these sucks without any great difficulty. We had

been on thewaters about Bix Weeks,,when we errived at vhat was called
the Mussel Shoals. It was about thirty miles through these shoals.

We hired a pilot to take us through. We paid him ten dollars for

each boet, We Boon reached the Chio River. This is & beautiful

steesm. We kept up & steady move both day snd night until ve reached
the great and grand Mississippl River. He lashed both our boats
together, We floated both day and night without any trouble, as the
water was very smooth for scme days. I think we were on the Mississippd
River about three weeks when we caught up with enother man by the neme
of BillMcCaffee, he had & small boat and two men abosrd so he lashed
his boat to ours end all Bloated down together, One lnstance I shall
always remember; after we had been with this man MaCaffee some deys we
discovered a building on the bank of the river. 8o we agreed, and
landed. On erriving at the house we found it vas a saloon and out in
front stood a small towner with & large bell hung on it, McCaffee soon got
more whiskey than he needed and asked the saloon keeper how much he would
chugehimtole‘hhimrj.ngthebellﬂlbembedtoo. He told him

50 cents, McCaffee at once agreed and pald him the 50 cents, and picking
upacha:l.rhecmieditwtands&tdmunibegentoﬂn&thebdl-
It was quit emusing for a short time, but we all began to tire of it.
Finally the saloon man offered him his money back if he would quit,
but he saidd "No, I peid for this end propose %o ring it as long a8 I
please."” 8¢ finally the saloon keeper told him he would give him a
dollar and @& quart of brandy if he would stop thab darn noises McCatfee
agreed to take that and did. We got on board again. Two more

days and nights brough us safely to the mouth of the Arkansas Rivers

It was some time before a Steasler come, Finally & small one came

along, and we made arrangements with the Captain to teke us on up the
river. We landed at Iittle Rock, Arksnsas on the 25th of May 1829,

and the rivermgettingsolovmrﬂaptainmafraidtotrytogo
on. We weited there until the 20th of June, when the river began to
rise, caused by the melting of the snow in the Rocky Mountains. We
steamed out as soon s the river began to rise and landed gafely at

Fort Gibson - Our destination on the lst of July 1589, our kettles
naving been unloaded on the bank of the Arkansas Rivers

CHAFTER V
I at one decided to go to see my brother who lived in Marion

County Ark, I did not lnow anything about the countrys I went on
foot,uldidmtvam.tobuwnhorseulint&ﬂedtogobmkmn



to where my fateher lived. On reaching my brother's place, I decided
to remain over with him some time, which I did. I stayed there
eighteen months, when I received a letter from my feker seying he
had sold out and wanted me to come home, as he was going to have two
boats built to move with, On reaching home I found he hed only one
finished but had the timber on the ground for the other. I declded
to visit my sister who lived in North Carclina before I left Tennessce
I remsined with my sistér for several monthe and had e nice time
hunting of which I was very food. My brother-in-law was a grest
lover of hunting; 8o we spent quite a good deal of the time in the
Black Mountains, Game was in great abundance. In this range of
mountains there was one called the Black Dawn, it was said this
mountain was & mile high, I know it was very lofty. On one ocassion
I remember my brother-pn-law and I were up there hunting, vhen a
thunder storm came up, it was a very ugly stomm, but the cloud never
roge high enough to reach us, We could see it ralning beneath us.
When we went down that evening we found all the branches and little
creeks flowlng braskly from the rain that had fallen, BSoon after
this I received a letter from my father #aying he had everything in
readiness., So I set out et once for home., On reaching there I

found that he had both boats built and the family sboard on the
larger boat. He hed buil this boat very convenlent, having &
chiminey and fire place; on the other was losded with grain, stock,
wagons, ete; he had enough provisions stored awey on the boat to do
the family more than & year. He was walting for the rive to rise;

as before stated this wae at the mouth of Brush Creek, on the Wategs
River,

CHAFIER VI

Cn the 20th day of February 1837, the river began to rise, and
on the next day we started out. On reaching the mouth of the
Halston River we stopped until the next day when we lashed both
boats together as the river was very large and swift. Our next
gtop was & Nishville, Tennessee; here we rested for two deys. Ve
then set sall again down the big Tennessee, I think we were on the
vater three weeks before we made another stop. We reached the suck
which I have heretofore memtioned. We intended to get a pllot, but
failed to do #o, I told my brother Billie,(as we alweys called him)he
would man age the small boat I would handle the larger one, to which he
agreed. I led out, every one aboard my boat was erying. The ex-
perdence was something awful, we were tossed about, and at times it
looked as 1f we would certainly be washed over board, but we
finally pulled through without any lose. On reaching the mouth of
the Ohio River I bought & book called "A Navagator" which was
nothing more than & guide, giving & brief description of the River



but this was a grest help, We had not the means of knowledge then
as now of nevlgation of large rivers. At the presemt date it is
kmown by all persons running boats on these stresms, where danger
lies, in fact most of the dangers have been removed by the govermment
in order to make navigation more mfe.

0o reaching the Chio River all went well, as all we had to do
was to lash both crafts together and float down stresm. After
geveral daye of travel as above described, we reached the mouth of
White River and the Arksnsas River, they both empty into the
Mississippd st the sesme place, The Mississippi was still rising on
account of the melting snow in the mountains, the White River and
Arkansas River were backed up for miles, all being big streams we
coukd not tell where we were going, so we decided to tle up our bomts
and wait until some boat might come along and pilot us out, We re-
mained here peveral days, finally after spending some time here,
old Tom Tousel, who Was noted and successful captain of a steam boat,
vhich was very rare in those dsys. After some little time my father
pade & bargain with him to take on board every thing we had. 014
Tom, as he was generally called was a bigh hearted and generous man,
but he liked to gamble and play the horses. Father gold his large
boat after we had loaded our household goods on the stesmer, to &
man for store house. The man put a large stock of merchandise on
the boat and moved from place to place as best to his advantage .
The other boat was also sold, We had not gone far until we met up
with another steamer which wms owned by two professional gamblers.
Our eaptain did not try to run his boat &t night. Soon after
anchoring for the night these two gamblers above mentioned, ceme
onhwﬁmshipandmuadourmtuniﬂboasmofm,
which he was only to anxious to do. They soon beet the captain out
of $1000.00 and not being satisfied, they prepared to arrange &
horse race with the old Tom, They arranged to run & horse they had on
board oftheir boat egainst one he had at home, The réce was made
for $1000,00 and on the next dsy we pulled into the landing where
0ld Tom 1ived and enchored there for the purpose of running therace,
The rece was run and old Tom lost sgmin. They then hurrahed old Tom
&nd told him they had on board an odd eway back mare that could beat
his horse. Belng a heavy looser and sore over his past misfortunes,
he declded to make another race, this time against the mare, which
he again lost. He wms so completely knocked out we had to get his
pllot to take us up the river, This was White River we were on, We
were carried up the river ms far as it was safe to go with & stesmer
at that time, and we were unloaded st General Pulum's who was State
surveyor at that time. He owned what was called s keel boat, this
craft vas 20 feet long and 10 feet wide, and pointed at the front end,



It being about 30 miles to where we wanted to go up White River. The
General lomned us his keel boat and everything being loaded on the
boat we started up the river, s we were bound to keep constamtly
pushing to make any hemdway st alls My fater had rented a farm

from a man he met &t General Pulum's this wes where we were golng
when we borrowed the keel boat. General Pullum had & son who was
surverylng up the river and was in need of a extra hand, so I hired
to him to help purvey, having done same of this kind of work before,
After some dmys he received g message that his wife was sick, He
left at once, giving us instructions to remain in camp, I told him

I could go ahead with the work if he wished; he was very much
surprised to find I understood surveying. He was sectionizing that
country there, 80 he bired ancther chain carrier and bid be to go shead,
which I dids On his return he was well pleased with my work, His
father then employed me to sectionize a large scope of country,
paying me five dollars per day.

My father, mother, brother and two sisters and their husbands
resached the farm all right and at once commenced to make preparstions
to put in & crop. Some time thereafter I received s message from
fater to come home at once ms all were #lck, on reaching home I
found &ll in bed except brother. In a few days my sister and her
busband and two children died., My mother was very sick, in fact
never regained here health, Fatker had his ¢crop gathered, and think-
ing it wag the rive that caused so muck sicidness determined to move
avay. Hehoudztaplmeinlhrimﬂountyon(}mkedc:eek, but my
poor mother never regained here health, she died scon after we moved
to Marion County. Father being left alone in the world decided to
move back to Tennessee., He and my brother-in-law dug a canoe and
put thelr posseesions in it, and went down White River to its mouth,
there they boarded a steamer and went back to our dd home. My
brother and myself stayed on the farm and mansged it. This was in
1845, I married Mies Margaret Adams who lived in Marion County ,Ark.
and vwho was & living and helpful campakion until her death here in
Bandera in 190k,

I bad gone dovn White River about 60 miles and on my return I
found that my father-in-law Mr, Adams wes preparing to go to Texas,
my wife was very anxious to make the trip. I could not decide what
to dos My brother hed just retwrned home, his wife having died,
Tather had come back to the farm from Tennessee. My brother decided
to stay on the farm with father, so I finally made up my midlto
accompany my wife's people to Texas.



CHAPTER VII

10

It wae in 1849 we got our wegons and teams ready to start.
I took us two months to reach the litile town of SBan Marcos
situated at the head of one of the most beautlful streams in the
state. Here I decided to stop. My fater-in-law came on to San
Antonio which was nothing more than & village then, On reaching
San Marcos I rented a piece of 1ad and began to make preparations to
make a crops I Boon got acquainted with & man by the name of Pat
Sainer, he was Jjolly good hearted fellow and & great hand to humt.

There Were & great many wild cattle in the cedar breaks on the
head of a little byt very danerous stkeam called Purgatory. This
little creek flowe into the San Marcos river at the town of San
Marcos. Deer and trukey were very plentiful there,., This man Sainer
and his brother Tom and I hunted & great deal the year I was there,
On one ocecassion I shall never forget we went out for a hunt in the
mountains. Soon after dark we had unseddled our horses., When all
at once we began to hear strange nolses, at first I was not alarmed
but they began to seem closer and closer, I was rathr like the old
darkey, I was not particularly scared but I felt a little loose.
We had heard Indiens would some times make a noise like a wolf. We
at once saddled up and left the camp fire for thek. Soon after we
left cemp it begen to rein, we were soon drencied and it was so
dark we could not find our way. Our horses drifted elong from place
to place until I rode into & hole ebout L feet deep, I was riding a
mile and after same scrambling around I got oub and got my mmle out,®
I lost my rifle in the mixup and did not find it until the next morxning.
I wore a peir of buck skin breeches, they got wet and I had to cut
them off several times =0 I could walk. We finslly meke our way to
a house where and old bachelor lived. We went in and he had a fine
fire, and invited us to & fine supper. I lay down before the fire
and went to sleep mever waking up until sun up next mo « When
I awoke I found my buckskin breeches wre so drawn up that I co8ld
scarcely walke We rescled home safely, this wes my last hunt on
Purgatory.

CHAFTER VIII

I then hired my crop gathered and I went to San Antonio to
look at the country. Belng well satisfied with the country I de-
dided to move out there, I went back and moved my family to
Salsdo, 4 miles from the City of San Antondc.

Soon after I got settled down in my new home a man came along,
he wae & traveler from the East, he had & complete outfit of
blacksmith tools, which he wanted to trade for & pony, the bargain
was strucks I had a little pony I did not need which I traded. I
at once erected a temporary building and opened up for business. It
was here I served my first apprenticeship as a blacksmith, under
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my own instructions, My neighbors were delighted to have me move in
to thelr commmnity being a man of s useful occupstion §(a blacksmith)
I bad all the work I could do and more, one reason of this was I had
to stop and study out how to do most of the work that was brought

to me. But it was not long watil I could build e wegon from start
to finish.

I was getting along so well I decided to take my brother-in-law
in with me g8 & partner, We went to San Antonio and bought two lots
for one hundred dollars and commenced business in earnest. We sere
in together about a year when I sold out my interest to him, We had
guite a good many accounts, I took my part of them and where I eould
not get the cash I took ponies, I had built a very large hack for
my oWn uses

Soon after I sold my shop; I received a letter from my brother,
stating that my fether died and asking me to come home so we could
arrange our affairs, I gathered up the horees I had and hired a young
German boy to help my oldest boy drive the horses. I took my wife
in the hack and started back to our old home Washington County,Tenn.
1 was detained there 18 months. While there we had two little girls
born, one lived two months. My brother Eillie was a fine wood work-
man, he understood the building of wagons, and while there we
built two hickory wmgons. After we got the estate straightened out,
my brother decided to come to Texas with me., As we alresady had good
wagons 1t did not take us long to get off, I think this was in 185k,
We made our way back to Texas, arriving in Ban Antonlo on the 1l0th
of March 1855, We decided to farm if We could rent & farm. We met
up with Mr. Tompson who owned & farm on the Medina River in Bexar
County, we rented his place for the year and at once commenced to
put in & crops The following fall we moved near San Antonio, I was
entitled to apre-emption, which my brother was not, as he had not
1ived in the state long encugh, We put in a shop here, he doing the
vood work and I the iron work.

Then came the seccession election, Texas voted to seceed, thks
I was opposed to, becaused Ilnew If Texas seceeded the troops would
be lrmediately taken away and we would be left tothe ravages of the
Indians, which the woods were full of, After the election I moved
ny family to Goliad County Texas, where 1 remained until the close
of the Civil War.



CHAPTER IX

In 1866 I moved to the little town of Bandera, where I have
since reelded except s few years which I spent on & farm near the
little town, My companion and I spent many long years together, We
ralsed a large family of children, all are living except the little
one We lost in Marion County, Tennessce.

Inl@llgd.nmveﬂintotheh‘htlemafﬂunﬂarlm
had a comfortable little house bullt where we lived in happiness until
1904 when my companion was teken from me after four months of suffer-
ings I Have been spared to the ripe old age of 90 years and trust
that I have been & blessing to the world, rather than a drawback, as
stated before. Many changes would I make had I the power to live Tife
over again. I shall have to content myself as others have done and
will in the future,

RELIGIOUS VIEWS
CHAPTER I

The views which are herein set forth ere not placed in this
little book for the purpoee of sustaining any creed or denomingtion,
they are views of my own, which I have gathered from experience of
my owWne

I would not take issue with any one as I have long decided
that eftulng scripture does no good to either one or the other, I
merely state some of the views I entertain that others may stop and
thionk as I have done, In the beginning I shall choose the word
TIME. By the laws of Moses time was recorded. He wes given a law
for the benefit of God's people and ruler to govern the people, We
think of time a8 we do of days, weeks or other things.

There is no such thing as Time with God, but we are give Time
by the laws of Moses for our worldly benefit alone. The space of
time was given to God)}s people to enable them to camply with His
will, which must be done.

What we term time is only stagnate waiting, to be measured by
bisabele action on this globe. All the specified time does not in-
dicate with God, that thewe is any such thing &s time, and dces not
deminish any pert of time without beginning or ending.
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The recording of time by Moses was hours, day, Veek ete, but
this was for the sake of humanity aline; and not for God himself.
We can readily see that God's creation was by providential event, com-
suming those thousand years. We are not nearer the end of time thah
we were in the beginning of God's creation of this earth, in fact
there is not such thing as dividing time with Cod, Suppose you
should lay down and sleep a thousand years, and wake up in another
world, it would be the same as a day with God. I think that God's
will and power is now in the care of his people here on earth and is
distributed by his dominion over all things to comply with his will,
which must be dones

How ¢en God's will be donef When the sinful world is corrupt.
Our tescher tells us there is no good in the flesh nor can't be. Ouxr
only remedy ie act out our minds to setile that question, Conscience
is our only guide, if we keep our consclence eclear, God's will is dones
Which is the only remedy. When we sin and commit crime, conscience
causes us to repent, although God's will wms done, in order that we
might know there would be a state of progression.

We live in the flesh to die, we die out of the flesh to live,
a mortal soul in the flesh vhere there is no good and can'y be. We
die out of the flesh to 1live in righteousness and everlasting life.

God planted the forbidden fruit in the garden of Eden. God
sald in the day you partake of the fruit, ye shall surely die. Time
;Lumtnc]mneﬂ.byGodinaJ.lthepethinga,wn:onlythinkofthm
as such.

Adem wag the seed of earth, when he became a living soul, and
returned in himself and seed until the seed until the flood when all of
Adam's creation or seed was destroyed, except Nosh and his Famlly, Nosh
was gifted with e supreme knowledge given by God, which Knowledge
enabled him to bulld the Ark.

When God spoke man became one of us. He certainly had reference
to the spiritusl world and not to the world as we fenerslly use the
term. He also made man to till the ground, he did not memn this in
a literal sense, It will be r bered he rested, God had gliven man
full dominion over both earth and all that He ahd created up to that
time. Cod hsd fed his children up to this time, but now He had pre-
pared & Wway nad means whereby they were enabled to feed themselves,
vhich vas God's will, as will be secen from His word, "Multiply and
replenish the esrth,” What is my Will my subjects must do. My will
which I can not take back must be complied with by the people of this
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earth, We can see this, every day by own own experience, Conscilence
unceasingly guidem is in all our worldly desling and acts.

But in the merge of space and time there is no beginning or end-
ing with Gods There 1s no sccount of any man living the space of one
thousand years, In the work we are taught that nothing short of death
can separate the good from the evil, The spirit when death comes goee
to God who gave 1t and the flesh returns to earth from whence it come,
Here on earth they are combined the two contending factions in men.
And nothing short of death can separate them.

The spirit must remain as long as the soul shall live but the
sou} must die before the end of & thousand years, This is the end
of the sinful life in the specified time, The soul® is ;mortal while
the spdrit is immortal.

The spirit leaves when the &bul dies and the flesh retwms to
earth from whence it came and the spirit returned to God who gave it.
God's dominion is wery extensive, In the beginning of time there is
ne such thing as an earthly time. I think it cean bardly be conteded
by any one that where the book teaches what GCod did each day that it
meant twent-four hours of our time, It may have been one thousand
years or ten thousand years. God knows not time such as we compete.

There's nothing that God does not lmow, He lnows all thinge and
controls &ll our actions, We are governed by God's will in ell things
at all times, God's will must be done and when done it ereated
progression in this world. Man is subject to God's will and must obey
him.

Many diecbey the laws of theland and are punished by the law,.
Just so we are under God's law and must obey bis will.

Adam was not living soul until the breath of life was breathed
into his nostrils. Adam may have lived many years before God
bresthed the breath of 1ife into him, The BEible does not say that
immediately after the ecreatlon of Adam he was made & living soul.

Noah and his offepring were of mother earth, Nosh having been
endowed with thelmowledge of the coming flood commenced to build the
ark as God bad ordered him, Nosh and his family were the seed of Adamm,
because they breathed the breath of life, After the flood Nosh wes
the only seed of Adam left vhich came directly from mother earth, we
belng decendantes of Adam or Nosh, we too are of mother earth, God's
work of creation of this earth is the record of His will which must be
done by His ywim people.

On the seventh day God rested after He finished His work, as far as
we are taught He is resting to day. THE END



